-6-


[image: image1.jpg]


TOWN MANAGER
Ken Deal

TOWN CLERK

Amanda Eller

TOWN ATTORNEY

Tom Brooke

MAYOR

Don Bringle

TOWN COUNCIL

Brandon Linn

Charles Seaford

Steve Stroud
Mike Upright

Lee Withers
MINUTES
A special budget meeting and regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council

Tuesday, June 4, 2013

                               
                  China Grove Town Hall
5:30 p.m.





                     China Grove, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Bringle called the meeting of June 4, 2013 to order and called roll. All council members were present. There was a quorum. The meeting started at 5:30 pm at the Town Hall. 
Mayor Bringle led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States. 

Mr. Upright made the motion to adopt the consent agenda as presented. Mr. Stroud seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
BUDGET MEETING

Mr. Deal presented the information provided by Mrs. Bopp in the “What’s in the Budget” handout (attached). He stated that information has been revised according to the requests at past meetings. He stated that $200,000 was moved into Reserve Funds for the first time in over ten years. He stated that between refunds and not having to make a payment to the Town Hall loan, this amount was able to be transferred. He stated that the best news is that no tax increase will be needed and feels that there will be a good likelihood that a tax increase would not be required the following year either. 

Mayor Bringle stated that SRU proposed a zero rate increase on water/sewer rates. He stated that there is a 12.5% decrease in water bills for China Grove customers. He stated that this has not been approved but only proposed.

Mayor Bringle asked the Council if they want to finance the two needed vehicles this year. 

Mrs. Bopp stated that we are around $1.7 million in Reserves.

Mr. Withers asked about the paving in the back parking lot.
Mr. Deal stated that they have spoken with the contractor who gave a quote should be available next week to repair and pave the back parking lot behind Town Hall. 

Mr. Ketner stated that they will go from the broken wall/fence area and will tie into existing concrete as well as connecting to the house behind Town Hall and asking for a small reimbursement from the homeowner. 

Mr. Deal stated that the fencing will be repaired as well. 

Mayor Bringle set the date for the next Budget Meeting for June 25th at 6:00 pm to hold a Public Hearing to adopt the Budget for FY 13-14. Mr. Linn made the motion. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
The Council made a motion to recess until the regular meeting time of 7:00pm. The motion was made by Mr. Stroud and seconded by Mr. Upright and approved unanimously. The Council recessed at 6:15 pm.
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Mayor Bringle called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Mayor Bringle led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mr. Linn made a motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

PRESENTATION

I) South Rowan High School – Dr. Don Knox, Principal
Dr. Knox thanked the Town of China Grove for allowing him to speak. He stated that they have begun the process to create a Public Service/Fire Academy at South Rowan High School. He stated that the feedback from fire stations and surrounding areas has been great. He stated that Mr. Linn is the school resource officer at SRHS and knows that there are some questions from the Council concerning the program. He stated that he sent a letter to the Council as well as a copy of the brochure being offered. He stated that with “explorer” programs they can obtain Firefighter I and II certificates and with the program they will have eighteen credits toward their degrees. He stated that they have presented this to the Rowan Salisbury School Board who has given approval.
Mr. Upright asked if they have begun enrollment.

Dr. Knox stated that they have begun enrollment after the approval of the RSS Board of Education.

Mr. Linn asked how many credits they need for a degree.

Dr. Knox stated that they need around sixty-four credits. He stated that this will bolster the volunteer fire departments within the County.

Mayor Bringle asked how old a person needs to be to volunteer.

Chief Gledhill stated that they must be eighteen.


Dr. Knox stated that they will not be allowed to perform certain functions and will not be able to take certain classes because of age restrictions.

Mayor Bringle stated that he applauds the idea of this pilot program and knows that there are always active youth in the local fire departments and wished him the best for the program and its growth. He stated that no other schools have this program and creates enthusiasm for SRHS. He stated that as a Town, we lack volunteers and thanked Dr. Knox.

Mr. Upright stated that these programs are fantastic for those not into liberal arts, math or science.

Dr. Knox agreed that not all children will go to college but offers an opportunity and advantage for those looking for a different option.
Mayor Bringle asked how many schools have this academy.

Dr. Knox stated that SRHS is the only school in the state that will be considered an “early-college” and only five schools in the state that offer the fire academy. He invited all of the Council to the school to visit.

Mayor Bringle thanked Dr. Knox.

II) Carson High School – David Ketner, Public Works

Mayor Bringle presented Mr. Brian Woodie, the instructor for the Carson High School Masonry class, with a framed image and plaque and thanked them for their hard work in constructing the new “Welcome to China Grove” sign on Main Street at Highway 29.
III) Introductions for China Grove Police Department

Chief Kluttz presented our new Police Officer Thomason and presented Officer Nena Stilwell as Sergeant. 
Mayor Bringle thanked Mr. Thomason and congratulated Officer Stilwell.

CITIZEN COMMENT

Mrs. Barbara Doby - 
Mrs. Doby stated that she has been involved with many aspects of the community. She offered a prayer to the Town and the Town Council. She thanked the Town Council. 

NEW BUSINESS 
I) Update from SRU
Mr. Wilson updated the Town Council on the budget that has been presented to the Salisbury City Council. He stated that they have presented a zero percent rate increase with a total of 12% decrease in water rates since they assumed the Town’s system with an estimated 24% reduction overall with this next budget year. He stated that they have ordered 700 water meters to be changed out to decrease the amount of different types of meters. He stated that a phase II has been proposed for next year of around 900 more meters and hope to have all meters changed out within three years to provide better customer service to citizens. He stated that they appreciate the partnership and look forward to working with the Town in the future.
Mayor Bringle stated that he is glad to know that the Town is in “good hands” with SRU having the system. He stated that he has had no complaints and appreciates their assistance. He introduced Mr. Jim Behmer as the director of SRU. 
II) Safe Route Schools

Mr. Deal stated that Mr. Withers has asked for this program to be introduced.
Mr. Withers stated that he wanted to be sure to provide to SRHS, Dr. Knox, and agreed that SRHS is a community school and would like to introduce a safe route from SRHS to SR YMCA and Rowan County Public Library for people who walk that route. He stated that this was brought forward from the MPO staff a grant program to provide a sidewalk from Patterson/Clinton to SRHS and down Kimball Road as well. He stated that this is a current program that the Town is eligible for and with combination of the Town of China Grove and the Town of Landis, feels it is possible. He stated that the idea is to help reduce obesity and provide a safe route and hopes to find the positives of the program. He stated that the program is a Stated and Federally program. He stated that they may be able to request assistance from the COG. He stated this item was presented to the Town of Landis at their last meeting. He stated that high schools have more chance at receiving funding because of the age of students in a walking environment. 
Mayor Bringle stated that with his experience, there is a relatively large pool of money for items such as this.

Mr. Withers stated that not many people were interested in receiving this grant so the money is readily available. 

There was interest from the Council to proceed with project.

Dr. Knox stated that he feels it would be wonderful with the amount of students who travel this area and would support this item 100% and thanked the Council for consideration.

Mayor Bringle thanked the Mr. Withers for presenting this item to the Council.

OLD BUSINESS 
None.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Bringle stated that Farmers Day is coming up on the third Saturday in July, July 20th. He thanked Mrs. Eller for her hard work on Farmers Day and the success last year and feels certain this year will be the same.

Mayor Bringle reminded everyone of the Open House on July 14th from 2-4pm.

Mayor Bringle requested the Council to cancel the July meeting.

Mr. Linn made a motion to cancel the July meeting. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Mayor Bringle stated that the YMCA 5K Race is being held Friday, June 7th which will shut down Main Street. He stated that this race will be the NC Championship 5K race. He thanked the public service departments for their work toward this event as hosts. He also thanked the business owners in Town who are affected by the street closures. He encouraged everyone to attend the race. 
Mr. Deal stated that the quote for Bostian Street to be resurfaced is around $36,000 per quote of the NCDOT. He stated that they have agreed to level potholes and surfaces. He stated that asphalt would cost around $400,000. 

Mr. Withers made a motion to resurface Bostian Street as quoted. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

ADJOURN
Mr. Stroud made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Mayor Bringle thanked everyone in attendance.

Respectfully Submitted,

_______________________________
_______________________________

Amanda A. Eller, Town Clerk

Donald E. Bringle, Mayor
333 N Main Street, China Grove, NC 28023  |  Phone (704) 857-2466  |  Fax (704) 855-1855

The Town of China Grove does not discriminate on the basis of age, sex, religion, national origin, disability, political affiliation or marital status.


