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A regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council

Tuesday, February 5, 2013

                               
        China Grove Fire Department
7:00 p.m.





                     China Grove, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Bringle called the meeting of February 5, 2013 to order and called roll. All council members were present, there was a quorum. The meeting started at 7:00 pm at the Fire Department. 
Mayor Bringle led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States. 
Mr. Withers made the motion to adopt the consent agenda as presented with an addition of Old Business I) China Grove Firearms Ordinance. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
CITIZEN COMMENT

Mr. Rowland Jordan was present to show a picture of Harriet Tubman’s Underground Railroad representing the relationship of all and is asking for the Council to name a street after Martin Luther King, Jr. He is asking for change to help the blacks, Mexicans, whites and all. He stated he feels this will make things better for the community. 
Mayor Bringle thanked Mr. Jordan.
PUBLIC HEARING

I) Public Hearing (Case # 2013-Z-01)
Mayor Bringle stated that Mr. Shane Stewart will now be taking over planning and zoning issues for the Town of China Grove as a representative of Rowan County Planning & Zoning. 
Mr. Stewart reviewed the staff report and information regarding the request to rezone parcel 101 220 from Light Industrial to Central Business. He stated that the Planning Board voted is favor to recommend the approval of the request to rezone the portion of the parcel. He provided examples of Statements of Reasonableness for the Council to consider.
Mayor Bringle opened the Public Hearing for public comments at 7:08 p.m.
Mrs. Barbara Doby asked what is planned for the property.
Mr. Stewart stated that at this point he is not sure that the owner has specific plans for the site. He stated that he feels the Central Business district zoning is consistent with the area. He stated that the uses are for retail and service vs. industrial and wholesale trade.

Mayor Bringle stated that Mr. Link’s property was rezoned from LI to CB at the previous meeting and this will make the property flow continuously with the exception of Goodman Farm Supply remaining as Light Industrial. 

Mrs. Doby asked if the mechanical building will remain on the property as historic property.

Mayor Bringle stated that it is his understanding that the building will not remain but he is not sure as it is up to the property owner; however, he does have the deed to the property.

Mr. Alan Goodman stated that the warehouses on the property are under a lease with China Grove Properties which needs to remain the same zoning. 

Mayor Bringle stated that the property will remain as Light Industrial.

Mayor Bringle closed the Public Hearing at 7:12 p.m.

Mayor Bringle closed the Public Hearing for public comments. 

Mr. Withers made a motion that the request is consistent with adopted Town Plans and Policies and surrounding area. Mr. Linn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
Mr. Seaford made a motion to adopt the Statements of Reasonableness. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Mr. Seaford made a motion to approve the request to zone Rowan County Tax Parcel 101 220 (4.57 acre portion stated) from Light Industrial to Central Business. Mr. Linn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
II) Public Hearing (Case # 2013-Z-02)
Mr. Stewart stated that the Planning Board met with the owners of the property and they have requested to rezone the property for a pizza business. He stated that this property was previously a laundry mat and has been since been abandoned. He stated that the options for this property are very limited due to the type zoning. He stated that the Planning Board unanimously recommends approval of the rezoning. He stated that the Statements of Reasonableness are for consideration for the Town Council. 
Mr. Withers asked what could go into the building. 

Mr. Stewart stated that there are many non-conforming situations with this property. He stated that redevelopment would be very difficult.

Mr. Upright asked about the parking situation.

Chief Kluttz stated that parking would not be available on Main Street but there are about four spaces on Liberty Street.

Mayor Bringle stated that the Council should consider the public interest and the fact that the building has always been a business. He stated that it is currently non-conforming and is unsure what type business will be able to go into the building. 

Mr. Stewart stated that the type business is not binding on the use, which the Council should keep in consideration deciding on this property.

Mr. Linn stated that he has been told that the owners would like to keep the building as a laundry mat for at least six months to one year to see how the business will do. 

Mr. Stroud stated that if the Council does not approve the request, the building will continue to sit empty and decay.
Mayor Bringle opened the Public Hearing for public comments at 7:21 pm.

Mr. Gaither, owner of the property, stated that the Planning Board did request for the Council to rezone the property and hopes the Council will consider their recommendation. 
Mrs. Doby stated that as a nearby property owner, she hopes the traffic flow will come out onto Liberty Street instead of Main Street. 

Mayor Bringle closed the Public Hearing for public comments 7:22 pm.
Mr. Upright made a motion that the request is consistent with adopted Town Plans and Policies and surrounding area. Mr. Withers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
Mr. Withers made a motion to adopt a statement of reasonableness. Mr. Linn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Mr. Upright made a motion to approve the request to zone Rowan County Tax Parcel 101 135 from Mixed Residential to Central Business. Mr. Withers seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
III) Public Hearing Altec Closeout
Mr. Deal stated that Altec has been a great project for the Town. He stated that this is formal process for closing out the grant. 

Mr. David Hartigan stated that this project has been a success; however, they did not meet the level of jobs to be created. He stated that the business hoped that they could have done better but they have done what they could and have paid back the funds to the EDC as necessary. He stated that this did create 12 of the 15 jobs required.

Mr. Deal stated that this project was at no cost of the Town, we are just a “pass-through” for the project. 
Mayor Bringle opened the Public Hearing for citizen comment at 7:27 p.m.

There were no comments.

Mayor Bringle closed Public Hearing for citizen comment at 7:27 p.m.

Mr. Upright made a motion to accept the refund that will be passed-through to the State. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS 
I) Resolution to Preserve and Defend the Constitution of the United States of America and the State of North Carolina
Mr. Deal stated that the Town received information from Buncombe County regarding this resolution as being passed and have asked that all municipalities to pass this resolution.
Mr. Stroud made a motion to adopt the Resolution to Preserve and Defend the Constitution of the United States of America and the State of North Carolina. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

II) Appointments to the Planning Board
Mr. Deal stated that there are vacancies on the Planning Board.
Mayor Bringle asked for these vacancies in the Salisbury Post.

Mr. Withers made a motion to appoint Mr. David Morton to the Planning Board as Chairman to serve a three year term to expire January 1, 2016. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Mayor Bringle asked all to consider serving on the Planning Board and submit an application to the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 
I) China Grove Firearms Ordinance
Mr. Withers stated that he met with Mr. Stroud and Chief Kluttz to review this Ordinance for changes.

Mr. Stroud asked to table this item until the March meeting. 

Mayor Bringle tabled this item until the March meeting.
OTHER BUSINESS

Mayor Bringle thanked the Fire Department for their response to Carson High School at a recent incident.

Mr. Alan Corriher stated that there are kids at the park that are causing issues late at night. He stated that he would like to request a sign change.

Mayor Bringle asked the Park Advisory Board to come back with a recommendation to the Town Council at the next meeting. 

ADJOURN
Mr. Seaford made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Stroud seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,

_______________________________
_______________________________

Amanda A. Eller, Town Clerk
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