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MINUTES 
 

A regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council 
 
Tuesday, June 2, 2009                                  China Grove Town Hall 
7:00 p.m.               China Grove, North Carolina 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Bringle called the meeting of June 2, 2009 to order. Mayor Bringle called roll. 
All council members were present, with the exception of Mr. Withers, there was a 
quorum. Mayor Bringle stated that Mr. Withers has an excused absence due to being 
out of town. The meeting started at 7:00 pm at the Municipal Building. 

 
Mr. Lyseski made a motion to adopt the agenda for the regular meeting of the Town 
Council on May 5, 2009 with an addition under New Business I) Resolution 
Requesting TIGER Discretionary Grant Funding for Replacement of the Yadkin 
River Bridge. Mr. Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lyseski made a motion to adopt the minutes from the May 5, 2009 regular 
meeting. Mr. Overcash seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Bivens made a motion to adopt the minutes from the May 7, 2009 special 
meeting. Mr. Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Welter made a motion to adopt the minutes from the May 14, 2009 special 
meeting. Mr. Lyseski seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Overcash made a motion to adopt the minutes from the May 28, 2009 special 
meeting. Mr. Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
CITIZEN COMMENT 
 
Camille Little –  
 
Ms. Little stated that she would like to know where the $1.5 million dollars went that 
the Town had that we had to go to Salisbury and raise their water rates.  
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Mr. Welter stated that he can not because he can not state what money she is talking 
about.  
 
Mr. Lyseski stated the same. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that over the last eight years, the town has invested in funding a 
water line from Salisbury along with Landis, Salisbury and the County as well as the 
City of Kannapolis. He stated that the town has extended sewer lines, outfall lines, 
sewer and water lines to Carson High School. He stated that there are several other 
projects as well.  
 
Ms. Little stated that she had the understanding that when Mr. Davis was here, that 
when the contract ran out with Salisbury, the Town would not reenter a contract with 
them. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that the contract runs for fifteen years, and the town has seven 
years remaining. 
 
Ms. Little asked if this is the reason why the water rates will be going up. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that it is one of the reasons along with the maintenance of the 
system. 
 
Ms. Little stated that the paper stated a 3,000 water bill will be around $60. She stated 
that there are residents within China Grove that can hardly afford their medications, 
much less a $60 water bill.  
 
Mayor Bringle stated that the Manager is looking at opportunities to relieve what they 
pay for water bills. He stated that it affects him as well. He stated that they have had 
to absorb these cost increases in the past. He stated that if they stay where they are, 
the town will be losing money.  
 
Ms. Little stated that she has heard that the town is in the best shape that they have 
been in a long time. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that the fund balance is in very good condition. 
 
Ms. Little stated that Bostian Street is in major need of repair. She asked when the 
repair will take place. 
 
Mr. Welter stated that it is scheduled this year and is on top of the list. 
 
Ms. Little thanked the Council and asked that something change with the water bills. 
 
  
Ms. Renee Simmons – 818 S Main Street 
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Ms. Simmons stated that she will be affected by the sidewalk project. She stated that 
she wishes that the town would reconsider this project. She stated that this will take 
up 1400 square feet of her property. She stated that some houses sit very close to the 
road and her home will only be ten feet away from the sidewalk. She stated this is a 
privacy and security issue. She stated that she has surveyed several neighbors and has 
not found anyone in favor. She stated that maybe existing sidewalks can be repaired. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that they have addressed the issue of installing a sidewalk from 
CGMS to Shue Road. 
 
Mr. Boyd Biles – 626 E. Centerview Street 
 
Mr. Biles asked if anyone is familiar with any workers from JP Engineering. He 
stated that he is present to speak against the sidewalk project. He stated that he has 
received approximately 160 signatures against the sidewalk project. He stated that 
this will take property away from houses where the lots are already at the bare 
minimum. He stated that it would also take away from landscaping and doesn’t 
believe it will be helping anything. He stated that sidewalks should be planned during 
construction. He stated that sidewalks can not be placed over streets with gas lines. 
He stated that in 2005 the sidewalk plan was voted down. He stated that he is glad 
money has been found, but the money should be used for other reasons. He stated that 
people need to be walking downtown, not through neighborhoods. He stated that 
other projects should be completed instead. He stated that he went through Faith 
recently and saw how good their town looked, and their sidewalks are located 
downtown. He stated that attention should be given to the downtown area. He stated 
that this engineering company will be getting a good cut off the top. He stated that 
they have been elected to make the best decisions. He stated that the wishes of the 
public have been conveyed to the council and wants them to stop and think about this 
project and that no one is in favor of it. He also stated that there are no street lights on 
these back roads. He thanked the council for their time. He asked if the contract may 
be made available to citizens.  
 
Mayor Bringle stated that the contract is public record. 
 
 
Mr. Harry Mills –  
 
Mr. Mills stated that he is against the sidewalk project and thanked those who are 
present to speak against the project. He stated that he would be in favor if the 
sidewalks were put where they are needed. He stated that he has received 
approximately seventy-five signatures in opposition of the project. He stated that he 
overheard a conversation concerning the system being turned over to the City of 
Salisbury after the last two payments are made. He asked if this were true. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that the Town Council is exploring all options including 
combining systems with SRU or linking with Kannapolis. He stated that they can not 
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determine what will be happening at this time, but they have given Mr. Pless direction 
to obtain options. He stated that if the system were owned by SRU, the water bills 
may be cut by 30%. He stated that it is not a good business plan to continue the way 
things are going at this time. He stated that the price will continue to increase as long 
as this continues. He stated that at this time he is not prepared to answer the question 
pertaining to what will happen in the future. He stated that if the structure can be 
decreased by 30-40%, he is favorable to that option. He stated that water/sewer is the 
largest funded program; however, it is not the largest revenue. He stated that there is 
debt for many different programs within the water/sewer department. 
 
Mr. Welter stated that whatever happens, we will still have to pay the water bill. He 
stated that the rate will never be decreased 30-40%. He stated that the council made a 
mistake eight years ago. He stated that they need to challenge the contract. He stated 
that he wants the citizens to read the “contract”.  
 
Mayor Bringle stated that it is a Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
Mr. Mills thanked the council. 
 
 
Ms. Lucille Russell – Bostian Street 
 
Mr. Russell stated that the street has remained the same for many years. She stated 
that anyone who walks along Bostian Street must be a mountain climber or training 
for the Olympics. She stated that she is against the sidewalk project.  
 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Corriher – 710 S. Bostian Street 
 
He stated that he does not want to see sidewalks along this street. He also stated that 
he would like to see this street paved as soon as possible.  
 
 
Ms. Hall – 411 Keller Street 
 
Ms. Hall stated that she does not wish to see the sidewalk project completed. She 
stated that she would like to see curb and guttering instead of sidewalks.  
 
 
Ms. Dunnaway – Grove Street 
 
Ms. Dunnaway stated that they purchased a home on the corner of Franklin and Kirk 
Streets. She stated that this sidewalk will cause her to lose parking and her handicap 
ramp. She stated that this will cause security issues as well. She asked what type of 
compensation they will receive or what will be repaired on their property.  
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Mr. Pless stated that all of the streets are being surveyed and once the right-of-ways 
are established, they will be able to better answer questions. He stated that he isn’t 
sure that homeowners will be compensated for public right-of-way. He stated that 
with zoning setbacks and right-of-ways, homeowners are restricted in this matter. He 
stated that until they receive this survey, they will not be able to answer questions on 
how their individual yards will be affected. He stated that this survey should be 
completed within the next sixty days and a public meeting may be held at that time. 
He stated that this money was applied for as a sidewalk grant. He stated that this 
money must be spent against sidewalks. He stated that he would love for citizens to 
come to him and gain correct information and will be glad to entertain citizens and 
their questions. He stated that some streets will use the street roadbeds instead of the 
property. He stated that the project took three years to approve and with the 
possibility that they may not receive funding in the future if more changes are made. 
He stated that he is here most days Monday through Friday. He stated that he is not 
sure what Mr. Mills is referring to, but will be glad to speak to him as well.  
 
Ms. Dunnaway stated that she is not opposed to sidewalks, but is opposed to where 
some of the sidewalks are located. 
 
Mayor Bringle stated that where the sidewalks were appropriated through the funding 
three years ago is where the sidewalks will be placed and they may not be changed. 
He stated that there are restrictions.  
 
Ms. Dunnaway stated that even if it takes three years to change the locations, she 
doesn’t feel it is prudent to spend the money just because we have it. 
 
 
Ms. Gallman – 108 Kirk Street 
 
Ms. Gallman stated that this property was previously owned by her mother. She 
stated that her mother had a hole in her front yard and called the town to talk about 
the hole and the person who answered the call told her that it was her property. She 
stated that the hole is extremely deep and she has filled it many times. She stated that 
her mother has passed away and she currently rents out the property. She called the 
town again and was told the same thing. She stated that now the town says they own 
this property. She stated that if the town won’t take care of the hole, then why would 
they want to put a sidewalk over it. She stated that he hopes they will look into the 
hole on their property. She stated that she is against the sidewalk project. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
I) Rezoning Request Case #2009-02 
 

Ms. Emily Jackson reviewed the information pertaining to Case #2009-02. 
She stated that staff and the Planning Board recommends in favor of the 
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request. She stated that they would like to subdivide the property and build 
another house on this property. 
 
Mr. Welter stated that he thought they were trying to get more Industrial 
zoned land but agrees that this be changed. 
 
Mr. Jackson agreed and explained the need. 

 
Mayor Bringle opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Ernest Guthrie, property owner, spoke in favor of the rezoning request. 
He stated that his son, the great grandson of the original owner, would like to 
build a house on this property. He stated that he would appreciate it because 
of the lineage of ownership of this piece of land.  
 
Mr. Ian Guthrie stated that his goal is to live in this location and be within the 
location of his family. He stated that his other choice would be to move to 
another location but would love to be able to stay within China Grove. He 
stated that this is the last bit of paperwork needed before he can get his 
construction loan from the bank. 
 
Mayor Bringle closed the Public Hearing. 
 
a) Motion to Approve Statement of Consistency 
 
Mr. Bivens made a motion to approve the Statement of Consistency. Mr. 
Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
b) Motion to Approve Rezoning of Rowan Country Parcels 115 060 and 115 

169 from Industrial to Suburban Residential 
 

Mr. Lyseski made a motion to approve the rezoning of Rowan Country 
parcels 115 060 and 115 169 from Industrial to Suburban Residential. Mr. 
Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
II) Fiscal Year 09-10 Budget Adoption 
 

Mr. Pless thanked the council for committing to the last several Thursday 
nights to discuss the proposed budget for the next fiscal year. He stated that 
there will be no property tax increase; a sewer rate increase; a flat fee for debt 
service; and discussed a few more items including equipment replacement.  
 
Mr. Welter stated that he believes a tax increase is a tax deduction and all 
other increases have to be paid out of pocket. He stated that he doesn’t 
understand why we would rather see a out of pocket costs go up instead of a 
property tax increase.  
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Mayor Bringle opened the Public Hearing. 
 
There were no public comments.  
 
Mayor Bringle closed the Public Hearing. 
 
a) Motion to Adopt Proposed Budget Ordinance for FY 09-10 

 
Mr. Bivens made a motion to adopt the proposed Budget Ordinance for FY 
09-10. Mr. Overcash seconded the motion. Mr. Lyseski stated that he is 
opposed to the lay off of an employee during an economy such as this. The 
motion carried 3-1 with Mr. Lyseski casting the opposing vote. 

 
b) Motion to Adopt Fee Schedule for FY 09-10 

 
Mr. Bivens made a motion to approve the Fee Schedule for FY 09-10. Mr. 
Overcash seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
c) Motion to Adopt Capital Improvement Plan for 2010-2014 
 
Mr. Lyseski made a motion to adopt the CIP for FY 2010-2014. Mr. Welter 
seconded the motion. Mr. Withers seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 
 
Mr. Pless thanked Ms. Bopp and the department heads for preparing the 
budget. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
I) ALR Architecture Assessment 
 

Mr. Pless stated that they have been reviewing options since he has been 
manager. He stated that ALR can capture the first step in the process to 
evaluate the process of renovating the public safety building. He stated that 
USDA might not be available if the project isn’t feasible.  
 
Mr. Welter asked if something wasn’t done for this several years ago. 
 
Mr. Bivens stated that a structural audit was done but extensive detail, which 
is needed by the USDA, was not given. 
 
Mr. Welter made a motion to allow ALR Architecture to perform this review. 
Mr. Bivens seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Bringle thanked the members of the committee and staff. 
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II) Solid Waste Resolution and Update 
 

Mr. Pless stated that this is traditionally adopted and this resolution needs to 
be signed to show that we are in favor of this plan. 
 
Mr. Lyseski made a motion to adopt the Solid Waste Management Plan 
Resolution. Mr. Welter seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
III) Resolution Requesting TIGER Discretionary Grant Funding for Replacement 

of the Yadkin River Bridge 
 

Mr. Overcash made a motion to adopt the Resolution Requesting TIGER 
Discretionary Grant Funding for Replacement of the Yadkin River Bridge 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Pless stated that he would like to request a Budget Amendment Meeting at the 
end of June.  
 
Mayor Bringle called a Budget Amendment Meeting at 5:30 on the Monday, June 22, 
2009 at Town Hall. 
 
ADJOURN 
 
Mr. Overcash made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Bivens seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 
Amanda A. Eller, Town Clerk  Donald E. Bringle, Mayor 


