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TOWN OF CHINA GROVE
A regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council

Tuesday, September 6, 2016                                                        China Grove Town Hall
7:00 p.m.                                                                                              China Grove, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Withers called the regular meeting of September 6, 2016 to order and led the audience in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Withers called roll.  All council members were present with the exception of Mr. Linn.  There was
a quorum.  

Mayor Withers added an update on the EDC meeting from Mr. Phillips  to Other Business.

The meeting started at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Mr. Seaford made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Phillips made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously. 

Mayor Withers recognized Renick Sides from Boy Scout Troop 443 of St John’s Lutheran Church.  
Mayor Withers stated he is working on the Citizenship in the Community Badge.  

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Deal stated Mr. Welch from Duke Energy would like to give some information on the Duke Energy
Neighborhood Energy Saver Program.  Mr. Welch stated the Neighborhood Energy Saver Program offers
free walk through energy assessments to help citizens learn how their homes use energy.    He introduced
Mr. Fields and stated he will share more information about the program.

Mr. Fields stated eligible customers in the area have received letters about the program.  He stated there
are about 700 customers.  He stated a kickoff event on September 15th will be held at the Community
Building and Duke Energy employees will be there answering any question customers have.  He stated
Duke Energy will be in the area until the 1st or 2nd week of November.  He stated this is a no cost program
that provides light bulbs, wraps for water heaters, low flow faucet knobs, etc.
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Mr. Upright asked what Duke Energy based the criteria on.  Mr. Fields stated at least 50% of the
neighborhood has to be at 200% poverty.  Mr. Fields stated he has a map of the area they will be working
in.  Mayor Withers asked if staff could have a copy of the map for reference.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

I)  Fire Department
Mr. Deal stated Mr. Zimmerman told him the new truck’s body should be in production at the
end of this month and they are still on schedule for a December delivery.  

II) Police Department
Chief Deal stated David Walther was promoted to Lieutenant on September 1st.  Lieutenant
Walther was congratulated with applause.  

III) Public Works Department
Mr. Ketner stated the leaf machine is on order.

IV) Administration
Mr. Deal stated we received the drawing for the Hanna Park stage and will be placing that out
for bids soon.  He stated as the Council is aware the Veteran Memorial was taken down and
will be relocated to the Community Building Park.  He stated the South Rowan High School
brick laying class will be laying the brick.  

a) Finance
Mrs. Bopp stated she is getting ready of audit and Mr. Musslewhite will be here as early as
next week.

b) Event Coordinator
Ms. Price stated on September 16th there is one more Friday Night at the Mill.  She stated
October 15th will be the next Cruise In and 2 bands will be playing from 6:00 to 9:00.  She
stated at the end of October will be the downtown merchant Halloween event.  She stated that
the fireworks from Farmers will be used at Christmas in the Grove.  She stated the Main
Street Mission provided each Council member with a ticket to the Main Street Mission
Community Bash on September 24th.

V) SRU
Mr. Wilson stated DOT contractor hit a water line today on Keller Street and SRU crew is
fixing the issue as we speak.  

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Withers stated he is still concerned with the lighting issue at the South end of Hwy 29.  Mr. Deal
stated he has been talking to Duke Energy on this issue.  Mayor Withers stated he would also like to look
at some beatification in that area.   

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Phillips stated Mr. Van Geons talked at the EDC meeting about better positioning the town.  He
stated they discussed the opportunities the town has with the I-85 interchange project.  He stated they
discussed a 3, 5 to 10 year plan.  He stated September 30th at 2:00 will be the next meeting.  He stated this
was a very productive and successful meeting.  
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Mayor Withers asked Mr. Deal to check into the speed limit change in Landis.  He stated with the
reciprocation addition to the towns LSV ordinance he has had a couple of citizens ask if they are safe to
drive into Landis now.   

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Phillips seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________________ _________________________________
Pamela L. Mills Lee Withers
Town Clerk Mayor


