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A regular meeting of the China Grove Town Council

Tuesday, February 02, 2016                                                        China Grove Town Hall
7:00 p.m.                                                                                              China Grove, North Carolina

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor  Withers  called  the  regular   meeting of  February 2, 2016  to order and  led the audience in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Mayor called roll.  All council members were present.  There was a quorum.

The meeting started at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.

Mr. Stroud made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mr. Upright seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Stroud made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, 
which carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Withers stated  four applications have been received for a Town Board.  He thanked those 
who applied.  

Mr.  Stroud made a motion to appoint Jason Higgins to  the  Planning Board .  Mr.  Linn seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously.  

Mr. Stroud made a motion to appoint  Jason Hinson  to  the  Planning Board . Mr.   Linn s econded 
the motion, which carried unanimously.  

Mr. Stroud made a motion to appoint  Brie Bivens  to the  Planning Board .  Mr. Upright seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously.  
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Mr. Stoud made a motion to appoint  Barbara Doby to  the  Park Advisory  Board and to reappoint  
her  to the Zoning Board of Adjustments.  Mr. Seaford seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously.  

Mayor Withers stated there are still vacancies on all the Town Boards and would like to see these 
filled as well.   

DEPARTMENT UPDATES

I)  Fire Department

Mr. Zimmerman stated during the snow  the department responded to nine incidents.    He stated 
there were three   fire  alarms at Linn Honeycutt  Funeral Home  and replaced all smoke detectors  to 
correct the issue .   He stated the personnel for the  Fire  Department  and Police  Department   
participated  in a dodgeball  tournament fundraiser at China Grove  Middle School and they had a 
great time.  

Mayor Withers stated his son and Lieutenant Deal’s son were very excited they would get to play 
town staff.  

Mr. Zimmerman stated the new fire truck should be in around December.

II) Police Department

Mr. Kluttz stated  they ru n  around 950 calls a month  this month was 924 .   He stated  they wrote 
215 citations and 94 papers were served.  He stated they participated in two  nights of sledding on 
the hill behind the Police Department.

Mayor thanked the Police Department for serving the community the way they do.

III) Public Works

Mr. Ketner stated  brush, curbside and leaf collection has been running smoothly.  He stated there 
is only two more weeks of leaf collection before they put the trucks up.  

Mr. Ketner stated parking spaces are being painted on Main Street.

Mr. Ketner stated they did some snow removal.   Mr. Dea l stated during the snow event Mr. 
Ketner and himself  have talked to DOT about helping with the snow  removal and salting the 
streets. 

Mr. Ketner stated he addressed the issue of the leaning walls and received three responses from 
the letters sent.  

Mr. Linn asked about the pot hole on  the corner of Bostian Street and  Thom Street.  M r. Deal 
stated the Town will fill the hole until they can do their overall assessment of the roads.

IV) Administration

a) Finance
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Mrs. Bopp stated that  it’s at about 50% of expenditures for the year which is right on target. 
She stated things are looking good, no one is over spending.  

Mayor Withers asked how we are looking with revenue with sales tax.  She stated we are 
more than half way there in sales tax so it is looking good.  

b)  Event Coordinator

M s. Price stated the next  Town event will be the Community  Easter Egg Hunt .  She stated it 
will be held  at the  C ommunity  B uilding on March 26 th   at 10:00am .   She stated it will be 
sponsored by the China Grove Fire Department, the Board of Trade and Embellish. 

Ms. Price stated she is also currently working on Farmers Day.

Mr. Deal stated we are currently working on a grant for the community building property for 
the next year.  

V) SRU

Mr. Wilson stated they are working on a project  to eliminate the Centerview lift station, this could 
start in the spring and be a four to six month project.  He stated they are getting ready to send in p 
ermits on a water line  upgrade on harry street, with the project to possibly start in the spring also. 
He stated they are getting close to finishing up on the water/sewer conflicts with the Railroad.  

OTHER BUSINESS

I) Budget Retreat planning

Mayor Withers  asked if   the Board   would  start thinking about budget retreat  planning and dates.   
He stated he would like to go more in-depth and give everyone an opportunity to discuss where 
they would like the Town to be in 5, 10 or 15 years.   

The Board s et  the  dated for Monday, February 29 th  6:00 at Town Hall  for a Vision Planning 
Retreat.

Mayor Withers asked about setting a date and time for a Budget meeting.   Mr. Deal stated he and 
Mary Jo can discuss and give the date at the Planning Retreat.

II) Board Liaison Discussion

Mr. Linn stated he would like to do a form of discussion  about  appoint ing  a  Board Liaison  if 
issues may arise.  He suggested appointed Mr. Deal.

Mayor Withers stated he would be happy to take that stance also.  Mr. Seaford stated  he is not in 
favor of limiting it to one person.
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Mr. Upright stated he attended the Railroad meeting and he stated they will close Thom Street 
before the underpass is finished.  He stated they have a target date of  the underpass being finish 
in December 2016.

Mayor Withers stated he attended the  MPO meeting .  He stated   the  Old Betty Ford  R oad 
relocation   is an approved project.  He stated it is 2020-2022 project.  He stated this  would give 
China Grove two full interchanges.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr .   Linn   made a motion to adjourn. Mr.   S eaford   seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 

Respectfully Submitted,

_________________________________ _________________________________
Pamela L. Mills Lee Withers
Town Clerk Mayor


